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What Satellite & Digital TV

FERGUSON ARIVA 202E

This new single-tuner HD receiver gets a warm welcome

not only because of its retro brand name

FERGLUSON IS BACK -
u albeit in name alone,

An enterprising Podish
campany has acquired the iconic
British brand to badge a range
of Far Eastern equipment for
sale in Europe. This includes
AV receivers, speaker systems,
rind suden, disc players and
digital receivers covering all
audbo visual platforms,
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Huild and connectivity
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that include a Scart socket, R332
port for Grrmreiare Upgrades, coadal
Jigital audio cutput, Ethemet and a

second LUSE port.
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storape gavices. switching betwaen
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output vidieo at the resalution of the broadeast.

ta the receiver. RS2 12 is anather altermative,

Thal way, youi can rely an the TV inbuilt scaley



Ethemnet part, Sham funar and casd
reader, The handset also has a
pleasant fesl, with glow-in-the-dark
standbey and joypad controls.

Setup

Clear and unambiguous menus
comtribute to impressive Tecibility
and gase of wetug Anantennase
configuration’ submens switches
between fxed or DiSEQC 100141
syaterms and motorised (DISEqC 1.2
ILISALS) dithes 1 then 4 case of
selecting the sabslites you want
Fraems & list (rew aned can be dehned
if need be). The‘antenms sefup
ey behaves differently for fasd
ariel moatotided dishes, For the Wsber,
WL Can S8l 8 podition far eah of the
preskausly selectad satellites: for the

‘The spec of this single tuner

USB satellite PVR 1s impressive

for the price’

latier, ports can be set Sigral
uality’srrength bars are availabbe
i each case

Single or multiple satellites can be
saarched. You can choose whethes
radio andiar TV channals should be
InCludad, or H the raceiver shauld
fociis on FTA, Available scanning
modes ana'fast' (specifc prowiders)
‘fast’ & corventional aS-ranspondsr
saarch) and {unusialivl blind: This
gystiern, wihich wiorks ftsway throogh
the band adding channels i finds on
the way, is esrily similar to fast scand
#nathar menu allows individual
transponodars o ke adited, delated,
added or seanched (no FID entry,
alask A channel editor alkows
channels to be deleted, moved ar
added toone of 37 favoorites [ists

& range of prher setup manus
ciovar PR use; parentalcontrods,
languages; netwaoring, firmware
upgrades and even starhep channel,
We'ra particulanty mipressad with
AW sefup, For a stars, BEWI (op o
1080pt and Scart fwhich suppors
RGH, component and composite,
but ngt S-videak can be active
amuttaneoisly, There's 3 by sowerce’
output resolution option, whach
outpis the currently selected
channel wth no scalirg, soyour TV
can do the waoeke Note that not a8
T will support S8 via HDML
thowsgh, Videa adjustrment
(hrightness icontrastysaturation/hue’
sharpmessi 14 also included

Basic use

Once again, the 202e scores haghly
whth its friendly ne-nonsense dedign
T channes Bl can be Sonbéd

alphabeticaiy by satellite, prosder
ar encryptaon type HD chanmnels
can be listed separately, & pair of
handset buttons alloe you to
progress thraagh ohannsl LS a
page a1 & time: theres, alio & hnd’

butten for locating specific chanmeals,
and e o EPG Wil simunansoudy

dlisphay Estingd Tor ug to five
conmsecutive channels an s timeinme
This mfcermation |5 depandant on
broadcasters, and thares no
pronvisian for downhoaded data o
non-DWE EPGs. Howsewer, iT's gasy to
use and can st the 32 evant timer.,

Pragsing the info button displags
as s usual, EPG-derived programme
cletails, bt press it agadn and a
‘mini-EPG for the sefected channed ks
shown. The handsets coboured
butions engape teletext, salect
subiithes or foggle hetwesn
spundtracks and when i memi |s
onscreen, the same buttons aocess
refvant functions M submenus

A5 with all othear digisal recesvars,
the 202e can ba guickly switched
between radio and TV modas, and
although this recedwar may be short
on gimmicks ke picture-n-picture
rmpdies, it tha first recaiver we've
mewirwed images o throw o soma
gamis (specifically Tetrs, Sudoku
and Cifhello

PVR and multimedia
Recording is excheively to USE
devices; it's a paty that vou can't
amange for recordings 1o be
streamed to networked storage, a1
o can with mamy Linaix boges.
Something the 203e does sharnes n
cormmn with thess i the ability to
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INTHE BOX

n Larttch-mode powsr
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u Easy ta drive, thanks to
pleazant user imerface
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FERGUSON ARIVA 202E

# FERGLIS00

wirwe ane channal while anothser
froems the same transgonder is
recarding. In doing so, it partially
ascdresses the limitaticnes of andy
having one tuner,

In addition to recording, which
can be in programme stream (PR
ar conventianal tramsport-5tream
(TS} forrmat, fimeshift/chasing
playback i supported. The media
phaver i uted Io socees the unit’
o recordinegs. This isalso
cormgratibbe with a member ol
(categarissd] multimedia fommals.
Among them are JPEG, Xyl MP3,
FLAC and MEV,. It & shame thal tha
Tull potemiial of netwarking hasmt
Bsen realised e wou cannol
‘pull’ such cantent fram your home
nebwork and most itabead rely on
playback via L5SE devices

S mabworked Comient s,
heveeeves, avallable o the 202e
There's e seemirghy l:it‘.'ﬁgﬂ'il:lr:.'
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YouTuts, complebs with search
facility. afthough its naughtier
sister YouPom wasn't warking
properly (the suppler has assuned
- this will be fiooed], Ontop of
these are the Picasa phota
application, weather forecasks,

a iS5 reader and Google Maps.
Firsally wie have an internet radio
application, but A% hampered by
& limited chaoice of stations

Performance

A faras video and sound goes, the
Ferguson lares sery well indeed with
HDand 50 chanmeals alike.
Furthernome, thers wans md lip-ayne
lisises with vicleo Rles played oul
tram: LISE storage devices There are
i lew doensicled, though. Firstly,
saarthes are shosw, and e’ litthe
distance belwesn cofvwerticna and
Blird Scans. The latter, periarmed on
H2E, fourd roee channels -

suggestang that the pre-programmed
chinned database iv incormect or ool
of dats

Incidentally. if you upgrade the
firrmwiare 4l of your existing channels
thankfully, the ‘upgrade
by USE' menu his a ‘dump’ option
i back up your channels, Fnally,

SN2 WA e

with o 450w mult-feed dish the
202 S i AT Quite & sensithee
A ST rECErrETy We've beated

A BOCm dish weas suMicient to pull

im 2 mainstream European services,
thoaigh Il Martin Pape

Verdict

Owerall, this recelves is a budget
priced cracksr - an excellent routs
o FTA HD receplion ‘on the cheap’
it's sasy 1o drive, responsive, and
b5 capable of fine AV perfarmance
[espacially via HDMI), It also offers
soms worthwhile faatures amd is
definitely worthy of consideration,
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